
JACK DOYLE INDUCTED INTO THE NEW ENGLAND AUTO RACING HALL OF FAME 
 
Over 50 years ago, a sign pounded into the ground of an empty lot in Brentwood, NH 
read, “Future Home of New England Dragway. For information call Jack Doyle,” 
followed by Doyle’s phone number. That’s how far back Doyle’s commitment to the 
track goes. 
 On Sunday afternoon, November 11, 2019, Doyle was formally inducted into 
New England’s Auto Racing Hall of Fame. He was described in Dick Berggren’s 
induction speech as the “Father of drag racing in New England.” 
 He was a member of two of the car clubs that joined together to form the 
New England Hot Rod Council which produce drag racing on the Sanford, ME 
regional airport runways. A fully functioning airport, Doyle and the other racers had 
to set up their timing equipment and the rest for racing, then take it all down when 
the races were over so planes could come and go. It was clear they needed a 
purpose-built drag strip. 
 Land was found that was big enough for the track and parking, albeit in two 
towns—Brentwood and Epping, NH. 
 Doyle was the man on the ground who directed the bulldozers when New 
England Dragway was built. He became the track’s General Manager when it began 
operations in 1965 and held the job for 11-years. The track remains the only club-
built drag strip in America. 
 New England Dragway is owned by stock holders who bought their shares 
early on with money that was used to build the track. Doyle still has his shares 
although he and other shareholders have received just two small dividends in all 
those years. 
 Before taking the GM job, Doyle drove stock cars and drag cars, and built 
drag racing cars others drove to wins and ET records. 
 Doyle remains active in racing. He’s a regular at the Dragway, offering 
whatever he can to ensure the track’s success. He continues to give of himself to 
further the sport in New England. 
 In 2015 he was presented with the NHRA Museum Director’s Award for 
lifetime achievement in drag racing. He has been voted into the Orientals Hot Rod 
Club Hall of Fame, the Hot Rod Reunion Hall of Fame and in 2017 he received the 
sport’s highest honor, induction into the International Drag Racing Hall of Fame in 
Gainsville, FL. Last year he was presented with one of the New England Auto 
Racing’s (NEAR) highest awards, the Maratta, for his contributions to racing.  
 
Photo caption: 
Jack Doyle holds the plaque that symbolic of his induction into the New England 
Auto Racing Hall of Fame. With him is Dick Berggren who delivered the induction 
speech. 
  


